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How did you start doing art? 
I started as a child, influenced by my mother, who is also a painter. Art has always been present at home 
and I had all the painting materials I could wish for. Like most artists, I started out doing academic 
drawings and paintings, working mostly on figurative works and still lifes. I also learnt a lot by reproducing 
the works of artists that I liked as well as by reading about art. For a long time, painting was a hobby –I 
studied economics and marketing at the university. In 2003, I had the chance to take a year off and move 
to the USA, in Michigan. It gave me the opportunity to focus on my painting for a whole year and to take 
some art classes at the University of Michigan. That was a turning point for me, because I started to show 
my work and sell a few pieces. It’s also that year that I discovered contemporary realism, which I found 
fascinating. 
 
What is art for you? 
I believe that everything can be art, as long as the artist has decided so. Art can have many different 
purposes- from pure esthetics to political goals. That is why it is interesting to know the goal of the artist. 
I have of course my personal preferences but I try not to judge art as "good" or "bad" since it is all relative 
and personal. Impressionists were not considered as "good" artists at first… 
I read once that “there is too much art”. I believe there never can be enough of it! When people live in a 
society where they are free to do any kind of art they wish and they have the possibility (time and money) 
to do so, then it’s a positive sign for that society. 
 
Who are your favorite artists? 
I remember going to the Musee d’Orsay in Paris as a teenager and being very impressed by Manet's 
Olympia. I got into his work and learned about his life and he is for sure a favorite of mine. I love Gauguin 
and Macke for their powerful colors and Sargent for his more delicate touch. I am a big fan of David 
Hockney who is such a talented and versatile artist: painter, photographer... I also collected drawings by 
Rene Gruau who was able in a few strokes to evoke a whole atmosphere. When I was in my twenties, I 
made a lot of fashion sketches inspired by his works. It’s in tribute to him that I have added a star to my 
signature, just as he used to do. 
Fifteen years ago, I discovered some paintings by Janet Fish in the art collection of the University of 
Michigan and became a big fan. Since then I have learnt more about contemporary realism and have 
become passionate about it. 
 
What medium do you use and why? 
I started to learn painting with watercolors. I got my first box of watercolors as a Christmas present when I 
was 10 and I still use it! Then I learnt to use oils and acrylics. Since I work with many layers of paint to 
render details, I like how acrylics dry fast with the texture of oil painting. I still use watercolor and oil 
occasionally but mainly work in acrylics either on canvas or wood. I like the smooth texture of wood and 
the touch of the canvas. 
 
Can you describe your style and artistic approach? 
I am a realist painter and I would place my work between contemporary realism and photorealism. I tend 
to work on different themes, their common points being the bright light and colors. Over time, I became 
more and more interested in reflections so I started focusing on that theme. My work starts from a 
photograph, that I either take myself or that I find. I also collaborate sometimes with friends who are 
photographers. From the picture I make a first drawing that is not heavily detailed. Then I apply the first 
layers and slowly build my painting. I usually work on one piece at a time and try to plan ahead the future 
paintings. I usually do not make the same piece several times because I am eager to try new 
compositions. 



 
Where does inspiration come from for you? 
It can come from a photo in a magazine, or some objects I like, or sometimes just a theme. There is so 
much I’d like to paint, sometimes I wish I could go faster but this style requires patience… So my 
challenge is to choose among all the ideas I have. 
 
What matters the most in your work? 
I read once that a good painting was “saying something about the artist” and I hope that my paintings say 
a few things about my personality. Of course, I work with the goal of being satisfied with my piece but what 
pleases me the most is when I get positive feedbacks. To know that some people appreciate my art is the 
best reward. 
 
What is the question that you get the most often about your work? 
It’s usually how long it takes me to paint a piece! My answer is that it took me 20 years of practice and 
then between a few days to a few weeks for one painting depending on the size and the level of 
complexity. 
 
Why do you do art? 
It’s not easy to put into words what are mostly feelings… I am convinced that what we see influences our 
mood. I paint for myself as much as for future viewers. I’ve always sketched and painted and been 
attracted to happy themes and colors, whether it be on abstract or realist paintings. When I look at what’s 
around me, I often admire how simple things can be beautiful. It’s also interesting to get into the small 
details that put together create the big picture. There is the first impression and then when you look at the 
scene, I mean really look, you get to see so much more. A little like getting to know someone, it requires 
time and attention. 
	


